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Dr. Stephen Nash  
President and CEO  
Archaeology Southwest  
snash@archaeologysouthwest.org 

Peter Else 
Chairman  
Lower San Pedro Watershed Alliance 
bigbackyardfar@gmail.com 

Melissa Fratello  
Executive Director  
Tucson Audubon Society  
mfratello@tucsonaudubon.org 

Dr. Chris Eastoe 
President  
Cascabel Conservation Association 
eastoe@arizona.edu 

Sandy Bahr 
Director  
Sierra Club - Grand Canyon (Arizona) Chapter 
sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org 

Robin Silver, M.D. 
Co-founder and Board Member 
Center for Biological Diversity  
rsilver@biologicaldiversity.org 

Re: Letter Received from Conservation Groups “Significant and Unmitigated Watershed Degradation 
Due to Inadequate Erosion Control Measures on SunZia Roads and Disturbance Areas” 

Dear Dr. Nash, Mr. Else, Ms. Fratello, Dr. Eastoe, Ms. Bahr, and Dr. Silver: 

The Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) reviewed your letter dated August 13, 2024, “Subject: 
Significant and Unmitigated Watershed Degradation Due to Inadequate Erosion Control Measures on 
SunZia Roads and Disturbance Areas.” The Bureau appreciates the concerns raised by Archaeology 
Southwest, the Tucson Audubon Society, the Cascabel Conservation Association, the Lower San Pedro 
Watershed Alliance, the Center for Biological Diversity, and the Sierra Club (Archaeology Southwest, et 
al.), regarding erosion control and potential environmental impacts on Arizona State lands administered 
by the Arizona State Land Department near the San Pedro River associated with the SunZia Transmission 
Project. The Bureau acknowledges these issues, which may have been exacerbated by unexpectedly 
heavy rainfall experienced across the region.  

Although the Bureau has limited authority over erosion occurrences on Arizona State lands, the Bureau 
has communicated directly with Pattern Energy in response to the issues raised in your letter. The Bureau 
also has raised similar concerns with Pattern Energy previously regarding road construction and culvert 
installation standards on Federal lands during multiple project meetings. Additionally, the Bureau sent 
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letters to Pattern Energy on April 1, June 7, and July 24, 2024 addressing road construction and culvert 
installation emphasizing the importance of preventing erosion and impacts to resources.  

The Compliance Inspection Contractor (CIC) conducted a field review of the sites mentioned in your 
August 13, 2024, letter. The CIC observed recontouring, track walking, water bar installation, and other 
stabilization work in progress. In response to your letter and the Bureau’s outreach, Pattern Energy has 
promptly addressed the erosion issues by implementing appropriate measures. 

Pattern Energy is responsible for obtaining and implementing other permits including the Arizona 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (AZPDES) and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permits issued by the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6. The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality and the EPA 
Region 6, therefore, have enforcement authority over the measures associated with the construction of the 
SunZia Transmission Project relating to erosion control and stormwater runoff. 

As part of obtaining these permits, Pattern Energy was responsible for the development and 
implementation of Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan(s) (SWPPP[s]). The purpose of a SWPPP for 
the SunZia Transmission Project is to identify and implement stormwater pollution prevention measures 
to reduce the quantity of impacted runoff and to deal with runoff in a manner minimizing environmental 
impacts during construction, operation, and maintenance of the SunZia Transmission Project. The 
primary intent of the erosion and sediment control measures is to control and minimize erosion at the 
source. For the SunZia Transmission Project, the main source of potential stormwater contamination will 
be erosion of soils from construction activities. These standards must be implemented and adhered to 
throughout the construction and maintenance phases of the project.  

For every activity identified in the SWPPP, appropriate control measures are described including the 
general sequence during the construction process that the measures will be implemented and the parties 
responsible for the implementation of the Best Management Practices (BMPs). The Construction 
Contractor(s) are responsible for implementing erosion control measures where necessary to minimize 
pollutants in stormwater and to ensure compliance with state regulations. The AZPDES permit is 
overseen by the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality and the NPDES permit for New Mexico is 
overseen by the EPA’s Region 6 Office. BMP failures would not warrant a Bureau noncompliance unless 
failures are not corrected per the NPDES permit requirement and there were risks to Federal lands or 
federally protected resources. The Bureau expects Pattern Energy will adhere to the requirements outlined 
in the Plan of Development, Right-of-Way Grant, Bureau Oil and Gas “Gold Book,” and associated 
Bureau Resource Management Plans in addition to all other governing permits, including the AZPDES 
and NPDES. 

To this end, the Bureau has requested that Pattern Energy adhere to the requirements outlined in the 
SWPPP. Since the primary jurisdiction for issues on Arizona State lands lies with the Arizona State Land 
Department, the Bureau has forwarded to the Arizona State Land Department the concerns raised in the 
August 13, 2024, letter from Archaeology Southwest, et al. Additionally, the Bureau has directed Pattern 
Energy and its contractors/sub-contractors to work closely with the Arizona State Land Department to 
address the erosion control issues and ensure compliance with all applicable requirements. 

The Bureau appreciates the active involvement of Archaeology Southwest, et al. in monitoring and raising 
concerns regarding the SunZia Transmission Project. The Bureau recognizes the significance of the 
environmental issues highlighted, particularly the erosion control challenges on Arizona State lands. The 
Bureau remains committed to addressing these concerns, working within its jurisdictional limits to ensure 
that the necessary mitigation measures are implemented, and that the ecological integrity of the San Pedro 
Valley is preserved. 
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Thank you for your concern and efforts to conserve the San Pedro Valley and Arizona State lands. If you 
have any questions or require any additional information, please contact Ruben Sanchez at (505) 954-
2170 or rjsanche@blm.gov.   

Sincerely, 

Melanie Barnes 
New Mexico State Director 

cc: 
Natalie McCue  
Vice President for Environmental Affairs 
Pattern Energy Group  
888 Westheimer Rd, Suite 350,  
Houston, TX 77006  
natalie.mccue@patternenergy.com  

Raymond Suazo  
State Director, Arizona State Office  
Bureau of Land Management  
One North Central Ave., Suite 800 Phoenix, AZ 85004 
rmsuazo@Bureau.gov  

Robyn Sahid, Executive Deputy Commissioner  
Simone Westbrook Hall, Deputy Commissioner  
Jim Perry, Deputy Commissioner  
Arizona State Land Department  
1110 West Washington Street Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Karen L. Peters, Executive Deputy Director 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
1110 W. Washington St., Suite 160 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Rex Scott, District 1 Supervisor  
Dr. Matt Heinz, District 2 Supervisor  
Dr. Sylvia M. Lee, District 3 Supervisor  
Steve Christy, District 4 Supervisor  
Adelita Grijalva, District 5 Supervisor  
Pima County Board of Supervisors  
33 N Stone Avenue 11th Floor Tucson, AZ 85701 
COB_mail@pima.gov  

Tom Crosby, District 1 Supervisor  
Ann English, District 2 Supervisor  
Peggy Judd, District 3 Supervisor  
Cochise County Board of Supervisors  
1415 Melody Lane Building G Bisbee, AZ 85603 
tcrosby@cochise.az.gov  
aenglish@cochise.az.gov  
pjudd@cochise.az.gov 
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Howard Shanker, Attorney General 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Howard.Shanker@tonation-nsn.gov 

Alexander B. Ritchie, Attorney General 
San Carlos Apache Tribe 
alex.ritchie@scat-nsn.gov 
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